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The founding concepts 

The institutions and the founding texts mainly described 
European identity in terms of values: democracy, rule of 
law, human rights 
 
Treaty of Rome (1957-1993): Culture was not the focus 
(economics and politics was) 

but... 

 
The signing of the Treaty of Rome 



European Cultural Convention Paris, 19.12.1954 
(Council of Europe Members):  
 
●  develop mutual understanding among the peoples of Europe and reciprocal 

appreciation of their cultural diversity,  

 

●  to safeguard European culture, 

 

●  to promote national contributions to Europe's common cultural heritage respecting 
the same fundamental values and to encourage in particular the study of the 
languages, history and civilisation of the Parties to the Convention.  
 



Eastern and Central Europe 

●  Approach operationally similar to other unions in the Eastern bloc 
 

 
●  Heritage approaches motivated by nation-building and reconstruction 
 

●  Internationalism, selective eclecticism, rational assessment for the benefit of socialism (Baller 
1966-1984) 

 
 
●  Differences between Eastern European states concerning heritage preservation and protection: e.g. 

Poland, GDR, Romania, Albania 
 

 
●  Dismissal/appropriation of religious heritage 



Universalism 

●  International 
legitimisation : UNESCO, 
ICOMOS, ICCROM 

●  Operated as an 
overarching blanket on 
both the East and the 
West (e.g. Icomos in 
Poland, Unesco in Paris) 

●  Geo-political strategies of 
sphere of influence 

 



The 1970s 
Copenhagen European Summit  (December 1973 - introduced the 
concept ’European identity’ (EC) 

‘the principles of representative democracy, of the rule of law, of social 
justice – which is the ultimate goal of economic progress – and of respect 
for human rights’ (Council of the EC, 1973:2). 

The European Parliament Resolution on cultural heritage 
(1974): concern for the preservation of the cultural richness of Europe's 
heritage and the need for proper funding and education 

-  Introduced the concept of ‘European cultural heritage’ - motivated 
by the European integration crisis 

European Heritage Year 1975 - Council of Europe 

-  Focus on architecture preservation and conservation 

 



The role of Heritage: West vs East 
 WEST 

-  No clear definition of ‘European 
cultural heritage’ by the 
European institutions (lack of 
legal and political legitimacy) 

-  ‘European Heritage’ as a catalyst 
for the ‘European identity’ 

-  Focus on ‘common’ cultural and 
historical roots: antiquity and 
Christianity  (architecture and 
archaeology)  

-  Heritage part of neo-liberal 
politics and economic crisis 

 

EAST 

-  Heritage as a means of 
consolidating the socialism and 
its legitimation 

-  Socialism itself becomes part of 
the ‘national cultural heritage’ 
discourse, aversion towards 
religious heritage 

-  Internationally: connection to the 
international bodies UNESCO, 
ICOMOS, ICCROM, ICOM 

-  Heritage as a means of 
overcoming the economic deficit  

 



Winds of change (1989):  
 
Communism becomes the past  and emerges as contested heritage 
 
 -     ‘Third wave of democratisation’ 
 

-  Democracy, rule of law and protection of human rights, 

 
-  Adoption of various transitional justice measures to address abuses of the 

regime  



Relationship with transitional justice 

-  Uneasy relationship with the state 
-  Giving back property rights to the new 

state  
-  Looting 

 

Looted	  an)qui)es	  used	  as	  a	  decora)ve	  
element	  in	  a	  jewelry	  in	  Tirana,	  in	  2016.	  

Communist	  monument	  (lapidar)	  
incorporated	  into	  a	  private	  bar	  in	  Tirana	  
and	  discovered	  in	  2013 



2004, 2007 Enlargements of the European Union 

-  ‘The return to Europe’ 
 
Lisbon Treaty (2007) European Commission's role is based on Article 3.3: “The 
Union shall respect its rich cultural and linguistic diversity, and [...] ensure that 
Europe’s cultural heritage is safeguarded and enhanced”. 

The European Union's role is  to assist and complement the actions of the 
Member States in preserving and promoting Europe's cultural heritage. 

-  Cultural heritage as a means to promote integration, the Europeanization of 
the local, regional, and national heritages 

 



Communist	  heritage	  
• Comparison to the ‘Holocaust 

remembrance’ 
• Heritage of (red) terror 

 

	  

House	  of	  Terror,	  
Budapest 

Inside: 
The	  double	  
occupa)on 

 

Unwanted,	  dark,	  dissonant	  	  



Double memory 

○  Public discourse of condemnation 

○  And private memories more nuanced, 
embedded in the reality of the everyday life 
regime 

○  Clash between these two perspectives 



European Year of Cultural Heritage (2018): 
‘Our heritage: where the past meets the future’ 

 ‘It includes natural, built and archaeological sites, museums; monuments, 
artworks; historic cities; literary, musical, and audiovisual works, and the 
knowledge, practices and traditions of European citizens’. 

-  But communism was still addressed with the usual  „Holocaust“ paradigm 

-  Emphasis on opposition and dissent 

-  Little attention to everyday life (excluding Germany) 

 



It is just that?: Ideas for a different kind of Heritage of 
Communism 
Some of these trends are already emerging, not all of them for the better 

-  Aestheticisation: Ost-moderne 
-  Disneyfication (partially connected to the previous one) 

 
A plural view of the heritage of communism? 
-  Is there room for a progressive political role of the heritage of communism in 

Europe? 

focus on living memory and alternative 
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